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ACT |

Scene 1

The actors at the beginning and end of all scenes
"freeze" both their bodies and their intentions.
Transitions that follow are done ritually and
calmy as two "changi ng screens” nove their
positions fromeither side of the stage. The two
screens, handl ed by two stage/acting personnel,
provide a transitional stagecraft that allows
stage personnel to set up scenes, and actors to
reposition or change their costunes between
scenes.

MJUSI C CUE: S1 LOVE 0.23 (BEA NS 15 SECONDS BEFCRE
PLAY BEGQ NS)

NARRATOR
Scene 1. Soneone is dream ng!

A green veil drapes center stage. Qustavo of
Paris gives his wife Hilda a gift of cloth.

HI LDA
(From behi nd the green veil.)
You bought it? | love this weave. It’s so soft.
(Darkly, to Gustavo.)
What secrets are you holding fromne?

GUSTAVO
W have sone additional incone.

H LDA
You are a dream

MJUSI C CUE: S1 EERIE 0.21 GUSTAVO
(Modestly, |ooking up and around
intuiting that he is in a dream)
Yes. . . I'mdreaming. . . "a torn dream"

HI LDA
Husband! | feel your troubled thoughts.

GUSTAVO
| want to wash ny hands, they feel soiled.

H LDA
CQustavo, what is it?

GUSTAVO
|’ m charged to secure Meister Eckhart’s sernons.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

H LDA
So, he is not censored?

GUSTAVO
No. That decision is Pope John's, and Pope John’s
al one.

H LDA

(She draws close to GQustavo, anorously.)
You continue to find yourself in high conpany. You
nmust be hi gh conpany yourself.

GUSTAVO
The Bi shop from Col ogne offered to pay ne a fee.

HI LDA
He offered to hire you?!

GUSTAVO
Yes, and Bi shop Cervantes did not allow it. Strasbourg
is providing the fee.

HI LDA
Two bi shops squabbling over ny husband. Wat woul d your
fat her say?

GUSTAVO
| know wel|l what he would say: "A maker of books never
gets involved in priestly disputes.”

HI LDA
(Proudly.)
Bi shop Cervantes treasures, ny Qustavo, just like I do.

MJUSI C CUE: S1 LOVE 0. 36
(She noves to Gustavo.)

GUSTAVO
(Adoringly.)
Hilda, | feel so close to you?
HI LDA
GQustavo, | think one of God s angels is nesting in our
hone.
GUSTAVO
(Anor ousl y)
Do you? . . . Wat nore beautiful place to be?
H LDA

| | ove you, Husband.
(Pleasantly.)
And, why do you describe your dreamas "torn?"

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

MUSI C CUE: S1 LOVE 0.56 GUSTAVO
(GQustavo, pensively separates fromhis
wife.)
| amto demand the surrender of the Meister’s
parchnments held by the Begui ne.

HI LDA

Oh CGod! They | ove him so.
GUSTAVO

It’s sad. I'll sinply request them
HI LDA

Husband, be careful.
GUSTAVO

Yes.
HI LDA

Come eat.

(The sit. Qustavo prays.)

GUSTAVO

Qur Lord is sacrificed that we may |ive.

HI LDA/ GUSTAVO

Amen.
GUSTAVO
(Tipping forward, snelling the stew.)
Hlda. . . . Hlda this stew snells divine!
HI LDA

| added the juice of grapes.

GUSTAVO
(Excl ai m ng.)
Grapes, you added grapes. Intoxicating. A worthy
di scovery!

H LDA
(Sm | i ng--Pause.)
W'll make a tradition of it.

SOUND CUE: SOUND OF CHAMBER BELL intermttently
persi sting through the beginning of next scene

MUSI C CUE: S1 ECKHART 0.48 HI LDA

Husband, is that a bell | hear ringing? Were is the
sound comi ng fronf

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

GUSTAVO
(Lucidly recognizing that the dreamis
being interrupted.)
Hlda . . . Hlda, | |love you
Transitional stage craft. Screens nove.
Musi c: ECKHART 0. 48
SCENE 2
NARRATOR

Scene 2, the Vatican. Aged Pope CGustavo slunbers on a
recliner, his nouth open. A snmall table is at his side.
It is the early hours, before the sun rises. Nurse
Norma stands in the Pope’s Ofice with a nedication cup
i n hand.

MUSI C CUE: SOUND OF CHAMBER BELL

NURSE NORNA
Pope CGustavo? Sorry to wake you, Father. Are you free?

POPE GUSTAVO
(Sitting up.)
Nor ma! Norma, cone in.
(He reaches for a glass a water on a
smal | side table. He sips,
reflectively.)
"Am | free?" . . . the sanme question that haunts ne.
This is a "neani ngful coincidence."”
(Pleasantly.)
Cone.
(Directing her to the table.)
There’s room here. So these are the new nedi cati ons.

NURSE NORNA
To be taken with a full glass of water, Father.

POPE GUSTAVO
(Hol ding the glass of water. )
May | nake a toast?

NURSE NORMA
Permi ssi on granted, Your Holiness.

POPE GUSTAVO

To "meani ngful coincidences,” Norma. May we have nany
in our tine.
(He drinks thee pills.)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

MUSIC CUE: S2 EERIE 0. 41
(She experiences goose bunps.)
OOH, sorry Father, | just got goose bunps.
(She 1 ooks behind herself.)

POPE GUSTAVO
Goose bunps are a favorable sign

NURSE NORVA
My not her woul d say: "There’'s an angel with us."

POPE GUSTAVO
Ah! Just as | was thinking.

NURSE NORMA
(Experi enci ng anot her epi sode of goose
bunps.)
OOH' Again! Sorry Father.

POPE GUSTAVO
We are haunted today, Norna.

NURSE NORNA
| know you have a very speci al day ahead. Please get
nore rest. It’s still early.

POPE GUSTAVO
Yes, | think I will.

NURSE NORVA
Wth your perm ssion, Father, 1’'Il |eave you, and your
ghostly conpany.

(Gat hering her cup.)

MJUSI C CUE: S1 ECKHART 0. 48

POPE GUSTAVO
Yes, Yes. There are many ghosts with nme today.

Nurse Norma turns her back to the Pope, as if
| eaving, yet remains still/frozen with the
intention of w thdraw ng.)
Thank you Norma. (Nurse Norma remaining still.) | am
going to doze for a while longer. |’ve been having an
i nteresting dream
(Pope Gustavo freezes, with the
intention of returning to his dream)

Transitional stage craft.



SCENE 3

NARRATOR
Scene 3. The dreaner envisions hinself in a nedieval
publishing facility, where the parchnent transcripts
are created and mai ntai ned. The book maker Gustavo of
Paris stands at his witing station. Bishop Ignatius
of Col ogne, Inquisitor of the Pope, appears, ruggedly
attired.

MUSI C:  ECKHART 0. 48

GUSTAVO
Bi shop | gnati us!

| GNATI US
GQustavo of Paris. How conforting to see you, just as |
i magi ned.

GUSTAVO
| am always glad to be a confort, Bishop, whether |’ m
i magi ned or not.

| GNATI US
And your wife?

GUSTAVO
Hilda is with child.

| GNATI US
Ah, to be born in Strasbourg. Wat fortune. My your
child growwith this beautiful city.

GUSTAVO
Thank you, Bi shop.

| GNATI US
And t he wor k?

GUSTAVO
Much as usual

| GNATI US
It seens to nme that there is little that is "as usual"
in Strasbourg.

GUSTAVO
True, Dear Bishop.

| GNATI US

| imagine that creating a library to match that of
Paris is a daunting task.

( CONTI NUED)
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GUSTAVO
A dream cone true

| GNATI US
What have you there?

GUSTAVO
The ancient witings of our Pope Vigilius.

| GNATI US
Wbndr ous! And what do you recall of his nessage?

GUSTAVO
Hs was the famliar saying: "W bear in mnd what was
prom sed about the Holy Church. The gates of hell wll
not prevail against it."

| GNATI US
Yes, yes. | love his clarity. How times have changed,
Gust avo.

GUSTAVO
Bi shop?

| GNATI US

You are young, and wel cone novelty. The truth, however,
remai ns "unalterable.”

GUSTAVO
| wll seal your word in ny nenory.

| GNATI US
You have a remarkabl e capacity--a gift from your
f at her.

GQUSTAVO
You honor ne.

MUSI C CUE: ARGUE 0. 40
May | alert Bishop Cervantes of your arrival?

| GNATI US
No need; No need; | know ny way.
(Proceeding to Bishop Cervantes’s
station and freezes with the intention
to convene with Bishop Cervantes.)

GUSTAVO
Thank you, Bi shop.
(GQustavo steps behind a veil follow ng
the Bishop with the intention to
eavesdrop, he freezes.)

Transitional stage craft. Screens nove.



SCENE 4

NARRATOR
Scene 4. The dreaner dreans on. The visiting Bishop,
stands facing Executor Bi shop Cervantes. CGustavo, hides
behind a veil, eavesdropping on the Bishops.

(THE ACTOR
MUSI C CONTI NUES: ARGUE 0. 40

| GNATI US
God be with you, Bishop Cervantes.

CERVANTES
And al so with you, Dear Brother.
(He stands, and they enbrace.)
And your heal th?

| GNATI US
| feel the strength of righteousness wthin ne.
CERVANTES
Does such righteousness bring you here today?
| GNATI US
It does.
CERVANTES
Make yourself confortable, and we can speak of it.
(They sit.)
Tell rme.
| GNATI US
The devil works in the name of Christ.
CERVANTES
And you, as well as the Archbi shop of Col ogne, believe
the devil is in possession of Mister Eckhart.
| GNATI US

Yes, Eckhart is seduced by Sirens that have attached to
your nonastery.

CERVANTES
Brother, | do not consider this nonastery ny own. And,
the Beguine fail to resenble Sirens! They are Eckhart’s
fl ock, as are nany here.

| GNATI US
They are indeed his flock! Eckhart is ennmeshed in the
Begui ne i nsurgence. He not only encourages them he
| eads themin their unorthodoxy.

( CONTI NUED)
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CERVANTES
First you suggest that he is seduced by the Begui ne,
and then you maintain that he is their |eader. So which
is it?

| GNATI US
They are both true. Tolerate ny lack of tact on this
matter. The Antichrist steals into the heart unnoti ced.

CERVANTES
So, what was once understood as a bl essed conmunity is
now condemmed as a heretical pack of whores.
(Looki ng toward the hiding Gustavo.)

GQustavo! | see you listening. There is a place for you
here.
GUSTAVO
(Stepping into the light and joining the
Bi shops.)
Pardon ne, Bishops, | did not want to inpose on
priestly matters.
| GNATI US
These matters will forever determ ne the course of

yours, and your children’s |ives.

CERVANTES
(I'nterrupting Bishop Ignatius’s effort
to persuade CGustavo.)
Mei ster Eckhart is preparing to defend his teachings
bef ore Pope John.

| GNATI US
As Chief Inquisitor, | too ampreparing for that
encounter .
MUSIC CUE: S4 EERIE O 21
GUSTAVO
(GQustavo experiences anxiety and tries
to wake up by shaking. To Bi shop
| gnati us and Cervantes.)
Bi shops, | need to confess, | feel that | am dream ng.
CERVANTES

One thing at a tinme, Qustavo.
(To lIgnatius.)
What do you need of us?

| GNATI US
Your understandi ng. Can you find understanding for ne?

( CONTI NUED)
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CERVANTES
| am aware you face hardships in this sad role you
pl ay. How can we hel p?

| GNATI US
In the name of both Pope John, and the Archbi shop of
Col ogne, | amrequesting that the parchnents of the
Mei ster’s sernons be secured. What is to be done with
those records will follow Pope John’s deci sion
CERVANTES
Gustavo, this wll be your task
GUSTAVO

(Sti feeling that he is dream ng.)
Bi shops, is th "my" trial of faith?
| GNATI US
(To Gustavo.)
Do you want your child to be raised in the true Church
of God?

GUSTAVO
My child will be raised in the sanctity of Notre Dane
de Strasbourg.

| GNATI US
| and Bi shop Cervantes are assigning you a task that
w Il maintain that sanctity.
GUSTAVO
So, this "is" ny trial.
| GNATI US
You transcribe Eckhart’s sernons to parchnent?
GUSTAVO
| do.
| GNATI US

(Looki ng at Bi shop Cervantes.)
And, the Beguine witches control the wax records of his
ser nons.

CERVANTES
The Begui ne "schol ar” Magdal ene of Strasbourg presents
the Meister’s tablets. W transcribe themto parchnent;
then return themto her.

| GNATI US
(To CGustavo.)
Fromthis day, you will no |onger require her
medi ation. You will secure tablets from Eckhart
hi nsel f.

( CONTI NUED)
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GUSTAVO
(To Cervantes.)
If this could be coordinated with the Mister?

CERVANTES
| will gain his consent, Custavo.

MUSI C CUE: S4 ECKHART 1.10

| GNATI US
You are to request transcripts held by the Begui ne!

GUSTAVO
| wll request them Bishop.

| GNATI US
Wil e engaged in this task, the Province of Cologne is
prepared to extend you an additional fee of two marks.

CERVANTES
That will not be necessary, Bishop.
(He | ooks directly at Custavo.)
Strasbourg will provide the two nmarKks.

SOUND: CHAMBER BELL RI NG NG
| have never heard that bell before. Gustavo, are you
famliar with this sound?

GUSTAVO
Yes, Bishop, | think the bell is for ne.

Transitional stagecraft.
SCENE 5

NARRATOR
Scene 5. The Vatican. Pope Gustavo slunbers on a
recliner. His secretary awakes him

MUSI C CONTI NUED: ECKHART 1. 10
SOUND: CHAMBER BELL RI NG NG

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Good Morning, Father. Norma told nme you spent nuch of
the night here. Are you alright?

POPE GUSTAVO
(Sitting up)
Yes, yes, Cardinal Thomas, | rose early today. Thank
you. How is our schedul e?
(Pope Gustavo stands in front of enpty
franme groom ng.)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
We have 3 hours before your service.

POPE GUSTAVO
And how is St Peter’s Square?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
It’s already crowdi ng.

POPE GUSTAVO
And t he Archbi shop?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
He is here. | asked himto wait in the reception room

POPE GUSTAVO
Let’s not have the Archbi shop wait.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
|11 have him cone in.
(Speaking calmy into his cellular
wat ch.)
Have the Archbi shop cone in.

Wal ki ng toward the exit/entrance.
SOUND: CHAMBER BELL RI NG NG
Ent er Archbi shop Jose.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Your Holiness, Archbishop Jose, Head of the Order of
Cat hol i ¢ Contenpl ati ves.

(cont’ d)
Wl cone, Dear Brot her!

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
Thank you Your Holiness. And thank you Cardi nal Thonas.
It always feels like it’s a first tinme when you
announce ne.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
It always is, Archbishop

POPE GUSTAVO
Let's sit.

Al sit

MUSIC 1
(I'n prayer.)
We are joined together in this day of our Lord to
absol ve our bel oved brother Meister Eckhart. In God’ s
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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POPE GUSTAVO (cont’ d)
Ful | ness we greet the Spirit of the Meister, of Pope

John X1, who condemmed his teachings, and all spirits
and angel s associated with Meister Eckhart’s mnistry.
Anen.

(Pause)
Ar chbi shop?

ARCHBI SHOP JCSE
| feel the presence of many spirits.

POPE GUSTAVO
| have noticed. So did ny nurse. And your confession,
Ar chbi shop?

MUSIC 1
ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
| have wept many tines. . . anticipating this nonent.
The lie is ending.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
W have been |ying?

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE

Yes Cardinal, lies of omssion. . . Had | declared with
Eckhart: "I amone with God," as did Jesus, would | be
her e?

POPE GUSTAVO
So, Archbishop, like a Trojan warrior, you hid
yourselves in a lie of om ssion.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
| have.

POPE GUSTAVO
And your intent was to infiltrate the Pope s chanber.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
That has been ny intent since chil dhood.

POPE GUSTAVO
(To Cardinal Thonas.)
Did you want to say sonething, Cardinal?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
It appears, Archbishop, that you have been successful.

( CONTI NUED)
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POPE GUSTAVO
Cardi nal Thonmas?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Fromny heart, | strike nmy foot to the ground.

ARCHBI SHOP JCSE
And what is the heart alerting us to?

MJUSIC 1

CARDI NAL THOVAS
It alerts us to "this."
(There is an extended nonent of
sil ence.)

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
Cont enpl ati ves understand "this" to be the silent
truth.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
W are Catholics on the verge of refuting a Pope.

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
And your concern?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
It is not "concern"” that | point to, Archbishop, but
"consequence. "

POPE GUSTAVO
We have di scussed consequences nany tines.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
It would be ny negligence to not nention it again.

POPE GUSTAVO
And your confession, Cardinal.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
| see images of those poised to strike at the Church. |
amroused to forestall them

ARCHBI SHOP JCSE
So, you would elect to stall.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
| would. There is a saying, Archbishop: "If you are
going to outwit the devil, you do not give himadvance
notice." Sonehow, we disclosed the intent to absol ve
Eckhart 6 nonths too early. You can see the tensions
t hat have been created.

( CONTI NUED)
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ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
And do you sin with these enbattl ed i magi ni ngs?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
My sin would be to neglect the Church. That is why | do
not di sm ss my i maginings.

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
So, you inmagi ne adversaries ready to fracture the
Cat hol i ¢ Chur ch.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
| do.

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
You al so question whether treachery will occur from
wi t hin the Church.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
| have questioned that many tinmes in ny office.

POPE GUSTAVO
Let’s not stray fromtoday' s task. W are joined to
refute Pope John’s condemati ons, and absol ve Eckhart.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
"This," Cardinal, "this" is the hour.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
And is the hour in which we refute Pope John, the sane
hour in which the Church that was, is no nore?

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
A valid question--another question cones to mnd: Is
this the hour in which the faithful recognize that
Mei st er Eckhart chanpi oned the Church of God?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
And, not our Pope John, you nean.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
Yes. That is what | nean. Pope John condoned the
execution of Marguerite Porete in Paris.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
| am aware, Archbi shop, that you know Marguerite was
execut ed before Pope John's papacy.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE

Hi s continued persecution of Begui nes speaks |oudly
enough. Pope John di scouraged awakening in Christ.

( CONTI NUED)
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CARDI NAL THOVAS

As nost popes have. . . It is an interesting spell that
entrances you. What will such realizations do for the
faithful ?

ARCHBI| SHOP JCOSE
It will do what it did for ne.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
You have becone a celebrity.

ARCHBI| SHOP JCSE
| have renmai ned a Roman Catholic. That is what it has
done for nme, and that is what it will do for the
faithful.

POPE GUSTAVO
So Archbi shop, you woul d not be Catholic today, if not
for Meister Eckhart?

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
Hi s prayers and the prayers of Marguerite nove us even
NOW.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
You present a conpelling argunent.

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
They are here with us now.
(Becom ng tearful.)
| continue to weep.
(Smling.)
He | oved the Beguines. He | oved Marguerite.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Your tears, Archbishop, anticipate tears to cone.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
They are tears for a Church | |ove.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
| cry with you, Archbishop.

MUSIC: 1

POPE GQUSTAVO
(Pause.)
W are at the crossroads. The tide has turned, and our
trial of faith has cone.
(There is a nonent of silence.)
Are we ready to affirmthis decree?

( CONTI NUED)
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CARDI NAL THOVAS
(Standing.)
| stand with you, Holy Father.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
(St andi ng.)
And 1.

POPE GUSTAVO
Thank you.
(He rises fromhis seat, and becones
i ght headed. Bi shop Thomas yells then
noves forward and assists himto sit
back down.)

CARDI NAL THOVAS
(Into his cellular watch.)
Nor ma! Have Norma cone in!

SOUND: CHAMBER BELL RI NG NG
(Nurse Norma enters and proceeds to the
Pope’ s side.)
He becane unsteady.

NURSE NORMVA
How are you, Father?

POPE GUSTAVO
" m|ightheaded.

NURSE NORMA
It is very likely the new nedication. 1'Il call your
doctor. Can you lie down for a spell?

POPE GUSTAVO
Yes, let ne lie down for a while.
(He rises and proceeds to exit, assisted
by Nurse Nornma.)

CARDI NAL THOVAS
May | assist?

POPE GUSTAVO
|’ min good hands.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
W'l be here.

Al actors freeze.

Miusi ¢ Transitional stagecraft.
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SCENE 6

NARRATOR
Scene 6. The sl unbering Pope conjures the Medieval
quarters of the Begui ne Leader Magdal ene of
St rasbour g.

MAGDAL ENE
Good to see you, Herr Gustavo. Your visit, however, has
me al ar ned.

GUSTAVO
(Wth note in hand.)
Dear Lady, | amafraid there is a serious concern that
pronpts ny visit.
MAGDAL ENE

(GQustavo provides an official parchment
note.)
So you hand ne a parchnent note.

(Magdal ene reads the note and returns it.)
| imagine this is for the official record.

GUSTAVO
As you see, | have been instructed to serve as |iaison
for Meister Eckhart and the library.

MAGDAL ENE
So this means | amno |onger to provide you his waxed
t abl et s?

GQUSTAVO
Yes Ma’am it does.

MAGDAL ENE
| see.

GUSTAVO
| am al so here to secure any of the Meister’s
parchnments records.

MAGDAL ENE
| imagi ne you are aware of the intentions behind this?

GUSTAVO
| am

MAGDAL ENE
Pl ease, then, inform ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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GUSTAVO
The sernpons are to be secured in our archives.
MAGDAL ENE
And for what reason?
GQUSTAVO
That was not di scussed with ne.
MAGDAL ENE
Allow ne to help. They will be secured because they are

to be destroyed.

GUSTAVO
| am aware of that possibility, and | have thought
deeply about this.

MAGDALENE
So it appears, Herr Qustavo, that we live in the sane
wor | d.

GQUSTAVO
| believe the fate of the records lies in the bl essed
si ght of Pope John and no ot her.

MUSI C:

MAGDAL ENE

The blind need the help of those with sight, Gustavo.
GUSTAVO

Yes, Madam
MAGDALENE

It is ny prayer you see the Light in this matter.
GUSTAVO

| will remain vigilant for that Light.
MAGDAL ENE

G ven your task, there will be little need for
vi gilance; the Light shines through Eckhart.

GUSTAVO
As it does through you, Madam

The i ght shines upon a desk with the records.
And the records?

MAGDAL ENE

(Looks at the table with wax tablets.)
You see themthere.

( CONTI NUED)
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MUSIC 1

GUSTAVO
And is that all?

MAGDAL ENE

The rest lie in Eckhart.
(She turns away so as not to | ook
Gustavo in the face.)

GUSTAVO
Madam | amtenpted to ask a question that has been on
my m nd.

MAGDAL ENE
(Wth her back to CGustavo.)
It is about dreaming, is it not?

GUSTAVO
Yes, Ma'am It is.

MAGDAL ENE
| too have a questi on.
(She turns to face Gustavo.)

MUSI C CUE: S6 ECKHART 2. 10
Are you com ng or not?
(She turns slightly away from Gustavo
and | ooks over her shoul der, awaiting
GQustavo’ s response.)

GUSTAVO
Yes, |1’ m com ng.
(GQustavo proceeds to fol |l ow
Magdal ene. @ustavo and Magdal ene
freeze.)
Transitional stage craft
SCENE 7
NARRATOR

Scene 7, The imge of Meister Eckhart arises.
MUSI C CONTI NUES: S6 ECKHART 2. 10
ECKHART

Eckhart, seated, conducts guided neditation with
Magdal ene and Gustavo, who are al so seated.

(To the audi ence, Mgdal ene and

Gust avo.)

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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ECKHART (cont’ d)

Listen!. . . Listen closely. . . . Mre closely.
Trusting. . . . Trusting we will not be harned.

Daring. . . . Daring to "Not Know. "

Including. . . . Including all that we are not.

Dispelling. Dispelling the ghost of the other. There
is no other.
For gi ving. Forgiving Everything.

Not hi ng. Not hi ng next.

MAGDAL ENE
Free of ny breath, it is breathing that breathes. . . .
Free of ny sight, it is seeing that sees. . . . Free of

my m nd, thoughts but conme and go.
Holy Spirit, awaken. | am your dream "cone true."
Sound Cue: A chinme is heard.

GUSTAVO
(To Eckhart.)
Mei ster! Forgive ny rudeness. This is ny dream is it
not ?

ECKHART
| f you are dream ng, then to whom are you speaki ng?
(The three congregated stir, then begin
to laugh.)

GUSTAVO
. The joke is very funny. . . . (laughing) But, I
sonehow can’'t renenber it. . . .
(The group | augh together. Internally,
the actors may | augh at reality or
havi ng an audi ence.)

MAGDAL ENE
He’'s a ripe apple, Meister.
(Eckhart amused. Magdal ene enbarrassed.
She acknowl edges her inpul sive remark.
To Gustavo.)
My apol ogi es, Herr Qustavo.

GUSTAVO

No of fense taken. | sinply beg not to be devoured, on
ny first visit.
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ECKHART
(Amused.)
Herr Gustavo, you are a generous spirit. Now that you
practi ce wordl ess prayer, what confessions would you
share?

GUSTAVO
| confess, Meister, | feel that | am dream ng

ECKHART
Then, with whom are you speaki ng?

GUSTAVO
S You' re going to make ne | augh again and |I don’t
want to be rude. You have a great sense of hunor.

ECKHART
(Eckhart raises his arm)
Look at "yourself."
(An extended pause. Magdal ene suddenly
| aughs. To Magdal ene.)
So, Magdal ene, how did you know the apple was ripe?

MAGDAL ENE
| took the tinme to notice, Meister.
ECKHART
Only wi sdom can identify w sdom
MAGDAL ENE
Yes, Meister.
ECKHART
What are you to do with this w sdon?
MAGDAL ENE
Perhaps | wll, finally, learn to keep it to nyself.
(GQustavo chuckl es as he | eans his head
affectionately toward her.)
GQUSTAVO
(To Eckhart.)
Meister, | amdream ng; am| not?

MJUSI C CUE: S7 LOVE 1. 20

ECKHART
I f you are dream ng, then |’ve just asked the question.
(He becones still.)
GUSTAVO

You have defeated ny mind. You are Meister Eckhart.
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ECKHART
Who are you?
GUSTAVO
If | just questioned nyself. . . . Then, Hlda is ny
dream as wel | ?
MAGDAL ENE
Speak with her.
(She becones still.)
GUSTAVO
( St andi ng)
Yes, | will. You Il excuse ne.

(He turns and freezes.)

Transitional stage craft
SCENE 8

MJSI C conti nued: s7 love 1.21

NARRATOR
The dreaner and the dreant are finding conon ground.
And, yet attachnents assert dom nion. The dreaner
dreans of | ove.

The stage set has a single table . Atop is a
pitcher and goblet. There are two chairs. Hilda,
is at home, sewing. Her intent will be to

under stand her husband. Gustavo is standing facing
her with an intention to disclose his insight and
decl are his affection.

HI LDA
And did you pray w thout thoughts?

GUSTAVO
Yes.

HI LDA
You can pray w thout thoughts?

GUSTAVO
| can.

H LDA
And what is it |ike?

GUSTAVO
Li ke visiting a forbidden worl d.
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HI LDA
A "forbidden" world. Are you happy there?

GUSTAVO
(He pours sone beer, as if witnessing a
wonder, and sits.)
|"mtenpted to be silent, however, | would never want
to of fend you.

HI LDA
Then, you never will, Dear Husband. . . .
(Reflecting on a different subject.)
| imagine, if the Church went back to Ronme, we would
all need to learn Latin, like you and Mei ster Eckhart.
GUSTAVO
Mei ster rarely speaks in Latin.
HI LDA
| love him W should nake himthe next Pope.
GUSTAVO
That woul d be a new day.
HI LDA
| s there troubl e?
GUSTAVO
| amin a trial of faith, Bel oved.
HI LDA
You have becone enbroiled in this dream
GUSTAVO
Yes, | amenbroiled in this dream
HI LDA
Way did you cone hone?
GUSTAVO
To be with you.
HI LDA
| love you, husband.
(She rises and enbraces Gustavo from
behi nd.)
GUSTAVO

God is blessed, yet terrible.
MUSI C CUE: S8 LOVE 0.56 PLUS ECKHART 0. 48
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HI LDA

What is it that you are not saying?
GUSTAVO

| amdreaming. . . . And yet
HI LDA

It is all real.

GUSTAVO
Hilda, howis it that you say that?

HI LDA
(Confused.)
VWhat did | say?

GUSTAVO
You said what | was thinking.

HI LDA
Gustavo, you're frightening ne.

GUSTAVO
(Enbraci ng her.)
Never m nd, ny |ove. Never m nd.

Sound Cue: Chanber bell rings fromthe other
di mensi on.

HI LDA
Is that bell for you, Husband?

GUSTAVO
Yes, it is.
(Gustavo stands and begins to nove
away. )

HI LDA
Conme back to ny arnms.
(Hilda freezes.)

Transitional stage craft.

SCENE 9
NARRATOR
Pope Gustavo' s away-room |nportant matters must be
addr essed.

Sound Cue: Chanber bell
MUSI C CONTI NUES: S8 LOVE 0.56 PLUS ECKHART 0. 48
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CARDI NAL THOVAS
Fat her, Commander Vil ma has insisted on seeing you
i medi at el y.

POPE GUSTAVO
How i s our schedul e, Cardinal ?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
We have tine, Father. Are you better?

POPE GUSTAVO
Yes.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
(Announci ng t he Commander.)
Your Holiness, Commander Vilma La Torre.

POPE GUSTAVO
Vil ma

COMIVANDER VI LMVA
Your Holiness. How are you today?

POPE GUSTAVO
Today, Vilma, | amgrateful for your presence.
(She warmy drops her head.)

COMVANDER VI LMVA
| will be as brief as possible, Father.

POPE GUSTAVO
Let’s take the time we need, Commuander.

COWANDER VI LMVA
From your terrace you will see additional stations and
guards in St. Peter’s Square. W anticipate protesting.

POPE GUSTAVO
WIIl the protesters be safe?

COVMANDER VI LNA
There are priests anong them . . . | have reserved a
protest area by the news stations, so protesters wll
feel visible and heard. However, they are free to
station thensel ves wherever they pl ease.

POPE GUSTAVO
Thank you for your wi sdom Commander.

COMVANDER VI LVA

A hostile email transmtted the coordi nates of the
terrace.
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POPE GUSTAVO
Wiy do you consider the email hostile?

COVMANDER VI LNA
It references you as "Anti-Pope Gustavo."

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Does that suggest the terrace may be attacked by
drones?

COVMANDER VI LNVA
(Looks at Cardi nal Thomas.)
That is one possibility. It may be sinply taunting.
(To Pope CGustavo.)
And, we are responding to both possibilities, Father.

POPE GUSTAVO
| see. What else do you think I need to know, Vil ma?

COVVANDER VI LA
El ectroni ¢ communications in the Vatican have i ncreased
five fold froml ast week.

MJUSI C CUE: ARGUE

POPE GUSTAVO
That shoul d not be surprising.
(Looking at Cardinal Thomas.)
| am expected to refute a pope and revoke his decree.

COVMANDER VI LNA
All security personnel are appropriately oriented,
Fat her .

POPE GUSTAVO
| am deeply grateful. Is there anything else, Vilm?

COMVANDER VI LMVA
| believe that is all that is necessary to report,
Father. May | stand with you on the terrace?

MUSIC CUE: S 9 ARGUE 1.10

CARDI NAL THOVAS
You may stand at ny side, Conmander.

COVMANDER VI LNA
Thank you, Cardinal; thank you, Pope CGustavo.

POPE GUSTAVO
Bl ess you, Vilma
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COVVANDER VI LA
(To Cardi nal Thomas.)
| will return for the service.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
"1l see the Commander out.
(He and the Commander freeze.)

POPE GUSTAVO
Thank you, Cardinal. | will join you within the hour.

The Pope reclines and freezes, with the intention
to reenter his dream

Transitional stage craft.
SCENE 10

NARRATOR
Deep within the archives of the dream ng Pope’s
i magi nings, candles illumnate the treasures of the
Chur ch.

GUSTAVO
Bi shop I gnatius, an extra candl e?

| GNATI US
You transcri be Eckhart’s sernon to parchnent?

GUSTAVO
Yes.

| GNATI US
| see. .
(Di sm ssing Gustavo.)
| have enough light to see clearly.

GUSTAVO
Very well, Bishop

| GNATI US
Thank you.

GUSTAVO
Yes, Bishop.

| GNATI US
Herr Gustavo, | worry for you and your famly. Evil is
a beast that hunts for the stray.

GUSTAVO
| understand, Bishop. | amnear, if you should need ne.
(Returning to his station, overseeing
Bi shop I gnatius. Bishop Ignatius | ooks
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at a parchment of Eckhart’s sernon and
weeps loudly. Ignatius rises fromhis
station with the parchnent in his
hands.)

GUSTAVO
(Approachi ng the Bi shop.)
Bi shop! Bishop, may |I return the parchment to the
ar chi ves?

| GNATI US
No need, Custavo. | wll keep the parchnent.

GUSTAVO
May | anticipate it’'s return?

| GNATI US
(Wth some indignation.)
These heresies, Herr Gustavo, place you and your famly
at risk of eternal dammati on

GUSTAVO
| understand your concern, Bishop.

| GNATI US
You are deceived, Qustavo. W are engaged in a battle
with a spirit that would destroy civilization. This is

the truth.
GUSTAVO
| do not dispute your conviction.
| GNATI US
"May we be free of God?" Wuld Christ speak those
wor ds! ?
GUSTAVO
| believe it reads: "May we be free of "the idea" of
CGod. "
| GNATI US
So, you, like the Beguine, nenorize his witing?
GUSTAVO

| recall them after transcribing themto parchnent.
(Eckhart enters the stage and approaches
the two. Ignatius is unaware of
Eckhart’ s approach.)

| GNATI US

Be very careful, Gustavo of Paris, you are a man with a
famly.
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GUSTAVO
(Turning attention to Eckhart, who heard
the remark.)
Mei ster Eckhart!

ECKHART
GQustavo of Paris.
(To Ignatius)
And, Bishop Ignatius.
(They face one another with heads
slightly dropped.)

| GNATI US
Mei ster Eckhart.

GUSTAVO
We were di scussing your sernon.

ECKHART
(To CGustavo.)
Being One in God, | assune.

GUSTAVO
We were discussing its return.
ECKHART
Have you gathered fromit what you need, Bi shop?
| GNATI US
(Looking to Gustavo.)
| will have it back to the security of the archives
shortly. . . . | take |leave of you.
GUSTAVO

(Qustavo bows slightly.)
Thank you agai n, Bi shop.

| GNATI US
Hol d ny counsel in m nd.
GUSTAVO
| wll. Thank you, Bi shop.
Bi shop Ignatius exits.
ECKHART

(Referring to Ignatius’s remark to him)
Cour age, Qustavo

MUSI C CUE: S10 ECKHART 1. 45
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GUSTAVO
s ny famly to be threatened by the "Church of God?"

ECKHART
Is that really possible?

GQUSTAVO

. . You are suggesting, Meister, that | am nenaced
by a Bi shop who is outside the Chur ch?

ECKHART
| amsaying that there are witl ess asses who profess
t he know edge of God, yet know H m not.

GUSTAVO
Marguerite Porete was burned alive for her confessions
of | ove.

ECKHART
Such things, Herr Gustavo, do not occur in the hands of
t he wi se.

GUSTAVO

And, this is ny dreanf?

MUSI C CUE: S11 ARGUE 1.10 ECKHART Yes.

oo Mei ster, you are the inmage of Christ, are you
not ?

ECKHART
Are you willing to decide?

GQUSTAVO
Yes, | will decide.

ECKHART
Then, put on your robe.
(Eckhart hands Gustavo a judge’ s robe.
t hey freeze.)

Transitional stage craft.
SCENE 11
NARRATOR

Scene 11. \Who is the judge, when the judge is
everywhere, everyone and everything?

GQustavo, dressed in a judges cl oak, presides
center stage. lgnatius and Gustavo stand front
stage and speak in unison.
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| GNATI US AND ECKHART
By the heart we believe and by the nouth we confess the
One Church, not of heretics, but the Holy Church,
out si de of which we believe that no one is saved. W,
the faithful, avow that the gates of hell will not
prevail against you. In the nane of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy CGhost. Anen.

(Ignatius and Eckhart sit.)

GUSTAVO
W nmay begin with the prosecution.

| GNATI US
(St andi ng.)
We have shown, clearly, that Meister Eckhart betrays
the faithful by leading themto believe that they are
equivalent to Christ. "See God in all things!," he
states, "and this wll be the sign of your birth, a
sign that God has given birth in "you" as his only

begotten son." . . . "This," this is outrageous
heresy. It "foul s" t he parchnent on which it is
witten.
(He sits.)
ECKHART
(He rises.)

| gnorance accuses ne of heresy; w sdom does not. God in
manki nd threatens ny Inquisitor. He denies the
pervasi ve presence of God. Wy? He fears a world
popul ated by Chri st.

(Toward I gnatius.)
God is all inall. This is the wsdomthat eludes ny
"priestly" inquisitor.

(He sits.)

| GNATI US
(He rises.)
Eckhart tells the faithful that heresy is an
impossibility. And I quote: "Anyone who bl asphenmes God
prai ses God." So, blaspheny is praise in "this" tw sted

mnd. "Even in evil," he preaches, "God' s glory shines
forth equally." So, though he sins in our face, he is
still equivalent to Christ. | give you, "The Virtuous"

Mei ster Eckhart.
(Bi shop Ignatius sits. Eckhart rises and
steps forward.)

ECKHART
In stillness, anyone, anyone can realize God, because
God is every Life. This fills ny accuser with jeal ousy,
for in his delusion he owns God. He "portions out" God.
Arrogance di sgui sed as Godliness. My Inquisitor clains
W sdom yet his intent to hoard God exposes him
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(He sits.)

| GNATI US
(He rises.)
Everyt hing and everyone is God in Eckhart’s del uded
mnd. And, allow ne to rem nd you, there is a very
serious consequence for assumi ng you are equal to
Christ. Do we dare trust a priest that suggests that

there is no hell, no cosm c punishnment for sinfulness.
Better to burn at the stake, and renounce such heresy,
than fall into hellfire for eternity. Is this not true

conpassi on? | ask you, deci de!
MJUSI C CUE: S12 MARGUERI TE 1. 10

GUSTAVO
| feel sorry for you Bishop. Yours is the sad face of

this dream

| GNATI US
If that is your judgnent, then, | feel sorry for you.
Qur Pope will find Eckhart to be inpious and
ungodl y--the sane hellish condition that you are in.

Al'l characters freeze.
Transitional stage craft.
SCENE 12

The stage set has two stakes with pyres.
Marguerite and Gustavo are tied to the stakes by a
neck collar. Marguerite, wears a hal f-msk
revealing half her face. She has long red hair
crossing over her face.

NARRATOR
Desirous of life, and haunted by death, the dreaner
defiantly turns on fear.

GUSTAVO
Marguerite! | have been afraid!

MARGUERI TE
Have you cone to be with ne?

GUSTAVO
Yes. . . . | amwth you, at last. |I’'ve been afraid. W
are together, you and I

MUSI C CUE S13 ECKHART 2. 00
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MARGUERI TE

Marguerite’s pyre is ignited using spotlight. She
writhes and qui vers before collapsing. She then
uprights her body, then steps toward GQustavo, who
is still and attentive.

Your soul is dream ng.

GUSTAVO
Yes, Love is dream ng.

Using a spot light, Gustavo's pyre is ignited.
Marguerite kneels on one | eg, one arm covering her
head. Gustavo, then, recognizes the formof Hilda.
He calls out.

Hi | da?

As the pyre burns GQustavo, then, calls upward, to
himsel f, in the other dinension.
Wake up! . . . . Wake up!

GQust avo freezes.
Transitional stage craft.
SCENE 13

NARRATOR
Scene 13. Dreans end wi th wakeful ness. Yet,
wakef ul ness ends with dreans. And, who is it that
dreans and wakes? Who is it that is here?

Pope Custavo, acconpani ed by Nurse Norma, are
frozen. Their intention is to rejoin the Cardina
and Archbi shop. Cardi nal Thomas and Archbi shop
Jose await the Pope in stillness.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
Your Holiness, did you rest sufficiently?

POPE GUSTAVO
Centuries, Archbishop, centuries.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
You are joyous.

POPE GUSTAVO
(As if checking which reality he is in.)
Car di nal Thonmas?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
(Awar e that Pope Qustavo was asking for
a confirmation.)

( MORE)
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CARDI NAL THOVAS (cont’ d)
Yes, Pope Custavo, | am Cardi nal Thonas.

POPE GUSTAVO
| "am' joyous, Cardinal. . . . What is our schedul e?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
We have 20 m nutes before your service fromthe terrace
begi ns. W can witness your decree after the sernon.

POPE GUSTAVO
There is no need to delay. The timng is perfect.

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
You nust have had a wonderful nap, Father.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
O, was it a "wonderful drean®?"

MJUSI C CUE: Eckhart

POPE GUSTAVO
Yes, Cardinal, | had a wondrous dream

NURSE NORMVA
Do | hear singing?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
There are angels in the room . . W are gathering.

NURSE NORMA
(Lights indicate the presence of angels.
Nurse Norma shivers wth goosebunps.)
OCH!

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
You wel coned angel s, and they cane, Holy Fat her.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
| believe there are nore than angels w tnessing these
nmonments. Listen.
(Al becone silent, |listening for
spirits and sounds in the audience.)

NURSE NORVA
: | feel like I’"’min a dreamthat sings.

POPE GUSTAVO
"A dreamthat sings."
(To Archbi shop Jose.)
So Archbi shop, do you sing?
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ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
| do, Father, like a wolf in the night.

POPE GUSTAVO
W' |l need singers to sing new songs.

ARCHBI SHOP JCSE
| mready.

POPE GUSTAVO
You are not easily swayed by authority.

ARCHBI| SHOP JCSE
| wish that for all of us.

POPE GUSTAVO
(To Cardi nal Thomas.)
This may be, Cardinal Thomas, the era of Meister
Eckhart.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Sanctified in the errors of our Pope John Xl |

POPE GUSTAVO
Cardi nal , we have matured.
(Pope G@ustavo | ooks in Cardinal Thomas's
eyes, then they enbrace each other.)

CARDI NAL THOVAS
| imagine it is time--time to wtness your decree.

POPE GUSTAVO

Yes, thank you Cardinal. Where is nmy pen? Ah!
(Pope Gustavo noves to his desk, picks
up his pen, and signs the docunent.)

W t nesses!
(Pope GQustavo steps back as Archbi shop
Cervantes and Cardi nal Thormas w t ness
t he decree.)

Thank you, Cardinal. . . . Thank you, Archbi shop
(The group stands still, as if waiting
for an event that does not cone.)

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Wul d a |ibation not be appropriate?

POPE GUSTAVO
Not only appropriate, nmandatory.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Al |l ow ne.
(He pulls up a tray wth four silver
goblets with wi ne already poured.)

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 37.

CARDI NAL THOVAS (cont’ d)
You are joining us, Norma?

NURSE NORMA
| wouldn’t mss this nonent for the worl d.
(Cardi nal Thonas distributes goblets.)

POPE GUSTAVO
(To Cardi nal Thomas.)
Wul d you propose a toast?

CARDI NAL THOVAS
"1l pass.

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
May | ?

POPE GUSTAVO
Pl ease.

ARCHBI| SHOP JCOSE
To the nonent!

POPE GUSTAVQ ARCHBI SHOP JOSE/ Bl SHOP THOVAS/ NURSE NORVA
(I'n unison.)
To the nonent.
(They drink.)

ARCHBI SHOP JCOSE
Considering "the nonment,"” was ny toast sufficient?

Bl SHOP THOVAS
Per haps, Archbi shop, you shoul d have nade your toast
si ngi ng!

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE
Is it still an option?!
(They are all anused.)

NURSE NORMVA
| usually feel awkward when priests celebrate. But, not
t oday.

ARCHBI| SHOP JCSE
That sounds |i ke a confession.

CARDI NAL THOVAS
Yes, Archbishop, | believe we have a confession.
(To Nurse Nornma.)
Anyt hi ng el se?
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NURSE NORVA

(Hunorously.)
Ah, such irreverence. Are the angels still here?

MUSI C CUE: S14 ECKHART 2. 10

ARCHBI SHOP JOSE

Not hing |i ke a new day.
(The commttee joyously carries on, then
freezes.)

Transitional stage craft.

SCENE 14
Al'l participants including Commander Vil ma, Nurse
Nor ma, Cardi nal Thomas, Archbi shop Jose are stil
Pope Gustavo is at his podium

MUSI C CONTI NUES S14 ECKHART 2. 10.

NARRATOR

POPE

Every night has a day, and every day a
night. Endlessly, the energies dance, formng trials,
as well as triunphs.

GUSTAVO

"I and ny Father are one," confessed Jesus. Qur Chri st
was not disclosing to his apostles an excl usive
relationship, but was calling themto awaken to God s
nearness. 1200 years later, the enlightened Dom ni can
Priest, Mister Eckhart, boldly preached that we are of
the nature of God, regardl ess of sinfulness. "Even in
evil," preached Meister Eckhart, "God' s glory shines
forth in equal fashion."” Provocative words spoken in
troubl ed tines.

Mei ster Eckhart boldly stated that in life everlasting,
we shall all be transfornmed totally into God, not just
simlar. Sinners transforned to God. The French

| nqui sition and our Pope John Xl alleged that such

t eachi ngs m sl ead common peopl e.

Cat holics, today, are not msled by knowng that God is
our nature, as well as our circunstance. W sdom has
known this throughout eternity. W are not msled by
knowi ng that we are inherently one with the Father. No,
we are not orphans, adopted by God, but his offspring,
as is all creation.

(Pope GQustavo gestures to Archbi shop

Jose to stand at his side. The

Ar chbi shop noves to his side.)
The Contenpl ative Order of Catholic priests has
enbraced the teachi ngs of Meister Eckhart. The

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 39.

POPE GUSTAVO (cont’ d)
Cont enpl ati ves have asked that Meister Eckhart be
absol ved of inpiety, that we nay all openly seek God
t hrough his teachings. Thus, we al so speak, today, of a
|l egal matter. We have reviewed the articles of
evi dence, which the Inquisition of his day alleged were
m sgui ded, if not heretical. W have concl uded t hat
there is no m sgui dedness or heresy in these articles.
Consequently, the condemmations, as well as the warning
expressed by Pope John XIl to refrain from defending
these articles, is herewi th revoked.

MUSI C CUE: S15 MARGUERI TE 1. 30
Contenpl ative Christians are sanctioned this day to
i nvestigate and enbrace the teachings of "H s Mst

Enl i ghtened Mei ster Eckhart." . . . A door has opened
t oday, and new directions beckon you. . . . May CGod be
with you.

(He gestures the sign of the cross.)

THE CONGREGATED
And also with you

Fade to bl ack.
The End.



